
 

The Long-Term Care Coalition: Protecting the Health of Washington’s Most Vulnerable 
 

July 20, 2020 
 

The Honorable Senator Patty Murray 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 

PLEASE PASS ADDITIONAL FEDERAL RELIEF AND PROTECT HCBS 
 
 
Dear Honorable Senator Murray, 

We, the undersigned, implore Congress to quickly negotiate and pass an additional federal COVID-19 
relief package that includes at least $1 trillion relief for state governments and an extension of the 
FMAP increase with Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) included. Without action, 
Washington State faces devastating cuts to long-term care services, programs, rates, eligibility, and 
benefits. The Long-Term Care Coalition is an alliance of family members, aging and disability advocates, 
businesses, long-term care providers, labor and consumer rights organizations that formed to prevent 
cuts to services that our state’s most vulnerable populations depend on.  

We are deeply concerned with the significant proposed cuts at the state level – an estimated $220 
million under the worst-case scenario -- to aging, disability and long-term care services in Washington 
State.  Under the current proposal for state spending reductions, thousands of long-term care 
recipients could lose the services they depend on for daily living, leaving them with nowhere else to 
turn for care. 

Without these services, seniors and people with developmental, intellectual and other disabilities will 
not have the support they need to maintain health and safety. Without adequate care, their conditions 
may even worsen and potentially make them more vulnerable to COVID-19. What’s more, these 
populations are at risk of turning to costlier care settings such as hospitals or emergency rooms in the 
event existing services are reduced or eliminated.  

Eliminating services for the most vulnerable Washingtonians during a global pandemic is not a viable 
solution for state spending reductions. Our long-term care system is already under strain given the 
unique challenges of COVID-19, including increased staffing shortages and shortages of necessary 
Personal Protective Equipment. We cannot meet the needs of the most vulnerable Washingtonians if we 
shred the long-term care safety net.  Action is needed on the Federal level to prevent these devastating 
cuts in our state. 

Thank you to the members of the House of Representatives in the Washington Congressional Delegation 
who supported the HEROES act, which includes state and local relief and an FMAP increase that includes 
HCBS. We urge each member of our state delegation to increase your advocacy for additional federal 
relief for state budgets. Until congress takes swift and decisive action, the strain of these proposed cuts 
on people receiving services and support, their families, caregivers, and service providers will continue 



to grow. We welcome the opportunity to work with you on solutions that safeguard Washington’s most 
vulnerable residents.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

The Long-Term Care Coalition membership includes: 

AARP Washington State 
The Arc of Washington 
Adult Family Home Council 
All Ways Caring Washington 
Alzheimer’s Association Washington State Chapter 
Casa Latina 
Catholic Community Services 
Community Residential Services Association 
Consumer Direct Care Network Washington 
First Choice In-Home Care 
Full Life Care 
Korean Women’s Association 
LeadingAge Washington 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Office of Developmental Disabilities Ombuds 
Puget Sound Advocates for Retirement Action 
SEIU 775 
Washington Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council  
Washington Long-term Care Ombudsman Program 
Washington State Senior Citizen’s Lobby 
Washington Health Care Association  
Washington Home Care Coalition 


