
April 8, 2020 

Dear Governor Inslee, 

On behalf of Washington State’s home and community-based long-term care consumers and service 
providers, we are writing to ask for your help with the extremely challenging situation we face on the 
ground as the COVID-19 pandemic continues its spread across the state. We deeply appreciate your 
steady and informed leadership in these extraordinary times. 

During the COVID19 crisis, our home and community-based care network is a critical source of post-
hospital discharge and recovery.  If home and community-based care is not available, patients stay in 
hospitals longer and return more frequently. In the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, Congress 
has provided an additional $90 million to Washington State by increasing the federal match for long-
term care services by 6.2%. Please ensure that adequate funding is provided for long-term care to 
support these critical programs. Home and Community-based long-term care providers face increased 
costs to maintain critical services in this time of crisis and Washington cannot afford to lose capacity 
when we need it most.   To be eligible for these additional dollars, Washington has committed to 
maintaining eligibility and coverage for seniors and people with disabilities receiving services.  In the 
current challenging environment, however, we will fall short of actually being able to deliver care unless 
is additional investment is made to cover the increased costs for delivering home and community-based 
services.   

Due to their age and health problems, seniors and people living with disabilities are those most likely to 
die from COVID19.  We are immensely proud of our ability to improvise to survive and support each 
other in a time of crisis and uncertainty.  We anticipate Washington State’s need for long-term services 
and supports in all settings will only grow as our need to clear space in hospitals grows and COVID19 
survivors need assistance during recovery.  To keep hospital beds available for new cases, we need to 
assure Washington’s complete long-term care system, nursing homes and community-based providers 
alike, can safely receive patients.  Please protect federal funding for the state’s home and community-
based long-term care programs and use it to support our fragile provider network and build capacity 
to receive patients recovering from their infections. 
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