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Percentage of Recertification Surveys with Harm or Immediate Jeopardy   

Comparison First Half 2017 and First Half 2018 

Washington State has dropped from #1 in the nation for Harm and IJ tags to #4. However, our overall percentage of recert surveys 

with harm or IJ has increased from 29% to 31.3% and remains three times higher than the national average.  LeadingAge 

Washington staff continue to monitor the Text of Full Deficiencies released from CMS every month, and structure our educational 

programs around the most commonly cited F-Tags. If you have any questions, please contact Laura Hofmann, Director of Clinical 

and Nursing Facility Regulatory Services at LeadingAge Washington. 
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Complaint Investigation IJ 

Deficiencies:   

Complaint Investigation IJ 

Deficiencies:   
 

2017 2018 2017 2018 

Jan-March 13 11 15 10 

April-June 12 7 20 7 

July-September 5 2 19 1 

Total Jan-Sep 30 20 54 18 

 

A review of the first three quarters of 2018 against the same time period in 2017, suggests that IJ citations for both complaint and recert 

surveys have decreased. We will continue to monitor this trend and are hopeful that this signals a return to more typical IJ experiences in 

WA State. While we can’t conclusively state that the reversal has been influenced by our advocacy (inappropriate use of potential vs. 

likelihood and need for immediacy), it does appear to be a factor. 


